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WHAT GOES BOOM...B00M ?

A bass drum? Could be. Cherry bombs? Yes,
but not in this case. An engine compressor stall?
You're getting warmer. A couple of blown tires?
You win the kewpie doll!

The F-4 was on the wing during a formation
landing. Alignment looked good at one-half mile.
Touchdown was slightly after the lead aircraft,
with the right main tire only 5 feet from the right
edge of the runway -- with a slow right drift. The
tire rolled onto the asphalt edge of the runway
shortly after touchdown, passing over two
runway lights before correcting back towards
the center of the runway. The pilot perceived
excessive closure on the leader and applied the
brakes. Feeling no deceleration, he applied full
brakes and right nose gear steering, with no
noticeable effect. The pilot directed the GIB to
pull the emergency brake handle, and the air-
craft went boom! ...boom! The aircraft then did a
Tasmanian Twist and stopped, pointed in the di-
rection from whence it came.

Wha' hoppen ...? The right anti-skid plug was
knocked out of the wheel assembly by a runway
light. With the circuit broken, the system sensed
a locked wheel; ergo. no brake pressure. The
pilot didn't try manual braking (does the paddle
switch sound familiar?), and it was proven once
more that you will blow the tires if you pull the
emergency brake handle with the brake pedals
depressed.
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...interest items,

LOW PRESSURE...LOW ALTITUDE

Due to stress from a heavy and complex traffic
load, an ATC controller mistakenly assigned an
unusable flight level to a TAC aircraft recently.

A flight of three was split up in the holding
pattern and assumed altitudes of 17,000" MSL,
FL 180 and FL 190. When the aircraft at FL 180
noted that the flight member below him seemed
to have less than 1,000 altitude separation, he
realized that FL 180 was unusable due to the
low altimeter setting. Current altimeter was
29.53.

It was an obvious mistake by the controller
which probably would not have been caught by
the aircrew had they not seen the other aircraft
and realized their close proximity. When you're
flying in low pressure areas, with a local
altimeter less than 29.92, FL 180 is unusable.
One more item to program into your on-board
computer for retrieval when it's needed.

HOW FAR CAN YOU GO..?

Every instructor pilot sooner or later comes
face to face with the, “how far can | let this guy
go?” dilemma. Unfortunately, the only way that
question can be conclusively answered is to let
someone go too far ... an obviously unaccept-
able way of finding out ... unless you're at 30,000
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By Capt Pete Abler

Both opinions are obviously overstated. Flying
at night is not dangerous, nor is it as easy as fly-
Ing during daylight. Night flying requires more
attention to instruments and slightly different
procedures to compensate for the lack of visual
cues. Consider the following condensed from
the FAA publication, GENERAL AVIATION NEWS,
April 1978 issue. Keep in mind that the material
Is applicable to all aircrews -- not just the
general aviation fliers. Following that, we’ll talk a
bit more about some night flying considerations.

The huge L-1011 jetliner with 163 passengers
on board was in the landing pattern at Miami
International Airport when the flight crew ob-
served that. one green light (indicating the
nosewheel was down and locked) had not come
on. The aircraft was vectored away from the air-
port to the northwest at an assigned altitude of
2,000 feet while the crew attempted to de-
termine whether they had a wheel mechanism
failure or simply a light bulb failure. The next 4
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HE WHO HESITATES...

2. If for some reason there is insufficient fuel to
divert, the pilot should hold and plan to land when ——
the runway opens or when he approaches
“emergency fuel.” S

3. The term “minimum fuel” means essentially the
same to both AF and FAA facilities. In this state, ——

A few days ago, we had a “close one” and learned remember NO traffic priority is required or assured.
— a few things that you might want to pass along. It — “Emergency Fuel” is not part of FAA standard ——
happened during recovery of a two-ship flight of A- terminology. If you are, or will be “emergency fuel”
— 7s at Des Moines MAP. The weather was MI9VII — by USAF definition, declare an emergency for low ——
OVC5 R - with a I5-knot direct crosswind. The fuel. This will insure understanding and assure
— wingman was first in on the ILS and made a normal — priority handling. _
landing; however, braking was not normal due to /
— either hydroplaning or braking technique. As the end
of the runway approached, turnoff appeared ques- Maj James M. Fredregill
— tionable, so the hook went down: and the BAK-12 132 TFW/SE (lowa ANG)
stopped the bird. Lead was on a short final; and Des Moines, 1A

. when advised of the situation, went around. Expect-

ing the runway to be opened soon, he did not im-

FoLp— Mediately divert to the alternate. Problems wereen- _ . . . _ — — - g P e ) ey e e e

countered in extricating the arrested SLUF: and

after 10 minutes, lead advised that he was

“emergency fuel” and would divert. Five minutes

later, the runway was reopened; and when advised,

lead decided to land at home which was closer than

the alternate. A fairly expeditious recovery was ac-

complished requiring another 12 minutes. At touch-

down, about 10 minutes of fuel remained.

The lessons learned are as follows:

I. An immediate divert is the best course of ac-

tion. It reduces traffic at home and insures arrival at
the divert base in the best fuel state.

The purpose of the Fleaglegram is to aid in accident prevention. Although it is intended for use by TAC personnel, anyone with a gr
war story or idea that could prove heipful in preventing unsafe or hazardous situations is encouraged to participate. If you choose to rer
anonymous, the form need not be signed. Simply fold the form so that the address is on the outside and staple or tape and mail at
military instaliation. The Fleaglegram Is not designed to replace or augment the Hazard Report Form (AF Form 457) in any way
submissions will be considered for publication in TAC ATTACK magazine.
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